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2014 will witness several key votes that will shape the future of certain EU member states and the EU in
its entirety. The Scots are set to vote on their independence on 18 September, while the proindependence movement in Catalonia is hoping to hold a referendum or a plebiscitary election on
November 9th. This year, Catalonia will have been a part of Spain for 300 years, while the Scots have
been a nation within Great Britain for 306 years.
Though both independence movements and their claims might look alike, both cases differ, especially
regarding their relationship with the central government. While Alex Salmond has been able to negotiate
the holding of a referendum on the independence of Scotland with David Cameron, the Spanish
government is fiercely opposing any attempt to organize a vote on this issue in Catalonia. The result of
the vote too might differ. While polls in Scotland indicate that voters still need some persuasion, a
majority of pro-independence voters seems to be secured in Catalonia.
What both nations certainly have in common is their will to remain in the EU. However, EU leaders have
been cautious and sometimes contradictory in their assessment of a possible EU membership of Scotland
and Catalonia.
This event aims at discussing the reasons behind the Catalan and Scottish strive for independence, the
possible outcomes of the independence referenda and the consequences for the EU membership of
Catalonia and Scotland.

Panel I – the case for independence
Gerard Padró i Miquel
Co-Founder of the Wilson Initiative
Professor of Economics, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
Bryan MacGregor
Co-Founder of Academics for Yes
Vice Principal and Head of College, College of Physical Sciences, University of Aberdeen

Panel II – discussion
Bernd Biervert (tbc)
Deputy Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič for Inter-Institutional Relations and
Administration
Luis Garicano
Professor of Economics and Strategy, London School of Economics and Political Sciences
Sionaidh Douglas-Scott
Professor of European and Human Rights Law, University of Oxford
Moderation
Julie Cantalou
European Affairs Manager, Dialogue Programme Brussels, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom
Please register by 2 September 2014 via http://tinyurl.com/EU30-CatScot or email
register.brussels@fnst.org.

